
Community information 

Holy Mass at 10:00am 
Sundays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Holy Days at the 
Sacred Heart Seminary Chapel in Enrico Mizzi Street, 
Victoria (Car park available on Sundays and Holy Days only)  

The Sacrament of Confession 
One of our priests will be available to hear confessions before       
10 am Mass on Wednesdays, Fridays & Sundays - please allow 
sufficient time before Mass is due to commence. 

Our Chaplains 

Father Loretu Tabone: 2156 1824/9900 1829  
email  tabonel@hotmail.com  

  
Canon Joseph Borg  & Canon George Debrincat 

ESCC Council Members: 

John & Veronica Grech: 2155 1180 
Suzanne Hall:  9964 9003 
Mary Newman: 2730 0517/7704 7872 
Lucy Sultana:  2156 1267 
Keith & Lea Trevor:  2156 4537 

Holy Communion 
Please note that we will observe the 
diocesan protocol that communion 
under both species is by intinction 

only - that is: by dipping the host into 
the chalice. 

The English Speaking 
Catholic Community Gozo 

Patron Saint - St. Thomas More
 our website: www.esccgozo.org

Readers for today: 

1st reading:                
Mary Newman 

2nd reading:              
Donald MacKay 

Bidding Prayers:       
David Carrington 

Readers for 24th 
September 2017: 
1st reading:                
Helen Clayton 

2nd reading:             
Anne André 

Bidding Prayers:       
volunteer please 

We pray for all those in our community who are sick 
and for those who care for them.  Also those 
mentioned in the Special Intentions Book at the foot 
of the Altar.  

We pray for all relatives and friends who have died, 
along with others who have anniversaries at this time 
especially Rosemary Fox & Michael Seymour.

24th Sunday in ordinary time A 
17th September  2017 

Mass is celebrated today by: 
Canon George Debrincat 

The acclamation after the Consecration will be 
number 3:  Save us,  Saviour of the world, for by 

your Cross and Resurrection you have set us 
free. 

Responsorial Psalm: 
‘The Lord is compassion 
and love, slow to anger 

and rich in mercy.’ 

Gospel acclamation: 

Alleluia, alleluia! ‘Speak, 
Lord, your servant i s 
listening: you have the 
message of eternal life.’ 
Alleluia

Something to think and pray about this 
week…

Refusing forgiveness
Strange as it may seem, the all-powerful God 
cannot  fully  forgive  the  person  to  whom 
pardon is offered but who refuses it. Because 
ultimately,  the  problem  is  not  just  one  of 
‘forgiveness’ but also of ‘reconciliation’. And 
where  there  is  no  reconciliation  or  at  least 
hope  of  reconciliation  there  cannot  be 
forgiveness in the full sense.

God cannot just say a million times over to 
the sinner, “I forgive you.” Forgiveness on our 
part  is  not  just  to  say,  “I  know  you  did 
something  terrible  but,  because  I  am  a 
practising Christian,  I  forgive you.”  You may 
feel very good about talking in that way but it 
has not  really  solved the problem or healed 
the  wound.  My responsibility  is  not  over  by 
saying, “I forgive”, if the other person has not 
changed their attitude towards me in any way. 
One-sided forgiving can be a source of real 
smugness, “How good I am!” and further hurt, 
“I forgave but he/she continued to hate/hurt 
me!” At the same time, even with the best will 
in the world I cannot force another person to 
be  reconciled  with  me.  Ultimately, 
reconciliation is a personal decision on each 
side.

Forgiving  in  the  full  Christian  sense  is  a 
form of loving and caring. The problem is that 
people’s  actions  towards  us  are  seen  as 
attacks on our vulnerability, our self-esteem. 
We become completely  obsessed by  what  is 
happening  to  us  and  do  not  take  time  to 
reflect on what is behind the other person’s 
behaviour.

A hating or angry person is nearly always a 
person who is more hurting to his- or herself 
than  the  object  of  the  hatred  or  anger.  But 
because  on  my  part  there  is  no  effort  to 
understand  what  is  happening  to  the  other 
person, forgiveness, reconciliation and healing 
can never really get off the ground.
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COFFEE & BISCUITS are served in the Hall 
after Mass

all are welcome (suggested donation: 20 cents)

The collection last Sunday amounted:
 €205.41 

  Thank you for your generosity.

Dates for your diary… Thank you… 
for keeping silence in the chapel after Mass.

Sunday 17th September - 24th Sunday 
in Ordinary time A - Mass 10am 
Sacred Heart Seminary Victoria 

Thursday 21st September - 
Independence Day (Public holiday Maltese 
Islands) 

Sunday 24th September - 25th Sunday 
in Ordinary time A Mass 10am Sacred 
Heart Seminary Victoria 

• Charity Sale 07:30 - 13:00 in the Football 
Ground near to Victoria main car park

Sunday 1st October - 26th Sunday in 
Ordinary time A Mass 10am Sacred 
Heart Seminary Victoria 

Sunday 8th October - 27th Sunday in 
Ordinary time A Mass 10am Sacred 
Heart Seminary Victoria 

• Charity Sale 07:30 - 13:00 in the Football 
Ground near to Victoria main car park

Sunday 15th October - 28th Sunday in 
Ordinary time A Mass 10am Sacred Heart 
Seminary Victoria (World Mission Day) 

Sunday 22nd October - 29th Sunday in 
Ordinary time A Mass 10am Sacred Heart 
Seminary Victoria 

Sunday 29th October - 30th Sunday in 
Ordinary time A Mass 10am Sacred Heart 
Seminary Victoria  

• Charity Sale 07:30 - 13:00 in the Football 
Ground near to Victoria main car park

Learning more about the Catholic faith - 
do you know of a relative or friend wishing to learn 
more about Catholic faith  and practice? contact: 
Father Loretu Tabone for more information 2156 
1824/9900 1829 or email: tabonel@hotmail.com

If you have someone or something appropriate to make 
mention of in the weekly newsletter, then please contact 
t h e E d i t o r K a r i n B r a y s h a w - e m a i l 
duminku43@gmail.com with the details. 

Lights, taps and doors… 

If you have used the toilet facilities please ensure that taps 
are not left running and lights are switched off  before you 
leave.  Kindly also double check to ensure that the 
Seminary (courtyard) door is always closed when you 
depart the premises.- thank you.

Anima Christi (“Soul 
of Christ”) often 
recited after 
communion

Soul of Christ, sanctify 
me
Body of Christ, save me
Blood of Christ, 
inebriate me
Water from the side of 
Christ, wash me
Passion of Christ, 
strengthen me
O good Jesus, hear me

Within thy wounds hide 
me
Permit me not to be 
separated from thee
From the wicked foe 
defend me
At the hour of my death 
call me
And bid me come to thee
That with thy saints I 
may praise thee

For ever and ever. Amen.

Eucharistic 
Adoration 
…is  offered  at  The 
Poor  Clares  Chapel 
Manresa House Santa 
Domenica  Street 
Victoria  (entrance 
next  to  main  chapel 
front  entrance) 
5:30pm - 6:30pm each 
day  (Eucharistic 
Adoration  at  the 
S a c r e d  H e a r t 
S e m i n a r y  w i l l 
recommence  in 
October)

‘War is the negation of all rights. Let us pray for 
those who have the responsibility to avoid war 
between peoples.’ Pope Francis Twitter 15th 
September 2017 

"The Mass gives grace just 
because the Mass i s 
offered.” - Father John A 
Hardon S.J. 

IMPORTANT! tidying the chapel after Mass 
Hymnals and Mass cards need to be removed from the 
chapel after Mass for storage in our cupboard which is 

located in the seminary hall.  Also, if you are able, chairs 
need to be returned to the seminary hall and stacked away 

neatly.  Thank you.

“Power in the hands of 
the reformer is no less 
potentially corrupting than 
in the hands of the 
oppressor.” - Derrick A. 
Bell - American Professor of 
Law 

"Poverty is the parent of 
revolution and crime." 
  — Aristotle, Greek 
philosopher philosopher 

‘An excuse is worse and 
more terrible than a lie, 
for an excuse is a lie 
guarded.’ - Pope John 
Paul II

Visitors Book…
are  you  visiting  the 
Maltese  Islands  ?… 
please  take  a  moment 
to  sign  our  visitors 
book - you will find it 
outside  the  chapel  on 
the  table  in  the  
Seminary  hallway  - 
thank you!
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