
The English Speaking Roman 
Catholic Community Gozo 

Patron Saint - St. Thomas More 
our website: www.esccgozo.org

 1st Sunday in Lent (Year B)  
18th February 2018 

Mass is celebrated today by:  
Canon Borg 

The Good News of The Covenant. At the 
beginning of Lent we renew our response to 
the Covenant, the pact of love that God made 
with each of us at our baptism… 
Responsorial Psalm: ‘Your ways, Lord, are 
faithfulness and love for those who keep 
your covenant.’ 
Gospel acclamation: ‘Praise to you, O 
Christ, king of eternal glory! Man does not 
live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God. Praise to 
you, O Christ, king of eternal glory.’  
The acclamation after the Consecration: 
‘Save us, Saviour of the world, for by  
your Cross and Resurrection you have set 
us free.’

Today: 
1st reader:  
Lionel Coates 
2nd reader:   
David Carrington 
Bidding prayers:  
Johanna Marks 

Sunday 25th Feb: 
1st reader: 
Jacque Vassallo 
2nd reader:  
Mary Newman 
Bidding prayers: 
Helen Clayton 

Sunday 4th Mar: 
1st reader: 
Johanna Marks 
2nd reader: 
Volunteer please 
Bidding prayers: 
David Carrington 

Sunday 11th Mar: 
1st reader: 
Stella Woodgate 
2nd reader:  
Vince Vella 
Bidding prayers: 
Mary Newman

“To sing is to pray twice!” 
Hymns for Today 

Entrance: 185; Offertory:830 
Recessional: 351 

Our Musicians 
Today: 
John Galea 

Sunday 25h Feb: 
Lionel Coates and Tim Fish 

Readers 
Would you like to read? Please see 

David Carrington after Mass.

 
Sacred Heart Seminary 

Chapel, Enrico Mizzi Street, 
Victoria 

(car park available on Sundays & Holy days) 

   

      Wednesdays, Fridays  
& Sundays  

at 10am 

The Sacrament of Confession:  
before Mass on Wednesdays, Fridays & 

Sundays.  Please allow time before Mass is due 
to commence 

Our Chaplains:  
Father Loretu Tabone: 2156 1824/9900 1829 

& email: tabonel@hotmail.com 
& Canon Joseph Borg  

Council Members:  
John & Veronica Grech: 2155 1180 

Suzanne Hall:  9964 9003 
Mary Newman: 2730 0517/7704 7872 

Keith & Lea Trevor:  2156 4537 

Learning more about the Catholic         
faith - do you know of a relative or friend 
wishing to learn more about Catholic faith 

 and practice? contact: Father Loretu Tabone 
for more information 2156 1824/9900 1829 or 

email: tabonel@hotmail.com WE PRAY FOR…those in our community who are sick and those who care for them, 
particularly Joe & Lucy Sultana and Ewa Mocek, along with those mentioned in the  

Special Intentions Book at the foot of the altar.   
Also, those relatives and friends who have died, together with others who have anniversaries  

at this time, especially Carol Norfolk, David Harvey, Mary Young  
and Joseph Farrugia (father of Fr Richard, Seminary Rector).Thank you for keeping silence in the chapel after mass.

FOOTNOTES 
If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 
1 John 1:9

… a piece of cake 
A Jesuit and a Franciscan were 
traveling together on a train.  
The Jesuit produces a fine cake 
and cuts it in two, one piece 
rather larger than the other, then 
takes the larger piece for himself 
and offers  the smaller piece to 
the Franciscan.  “You’ve taken 
the larger piece,” protests the 
Franciscan.  “Which bit would 
you have taken?” asks the 
Jesuit.  “I would have taken the 
smaller piece,” replies the 
Franciscan.  “Well.” Says the 
Jesuit, “you’ve got it.” 
Daily Telegraph

IMPORTANT! 
 
  

Tidying the chapel after Mass 
Hymnals and Mass cards need to be 
removed from the chapel after Mass for 
storage in our cupboard which is located 
in the seminary hall.  Also, if you are able, 
chairs need to be returned to the 
seminary hall and stacked neatly.   
Thank you.

Visitors…Please sign 
our Visitors Book at the 
entrance to the Chapel. 

Thank you.
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Diary dates… 
Sunday, 25th Feb (07.30-13.00): 
FSEG Charity Car Boot Sale, Football Ground, 
near to Victoria main car park. 
Sunday, 11th March (07.30-13.00): 
FSEG Charity Car Boot Sale, Football Ground. 
Sunday, 18th March (after Mass): 
AGM, all are invited. 

Sunday, 25th March: 
Summer Time begins (02.00)! FSEG Charity Car 
Boot Sale, Football Ground. 

Thursday, 29th March (5pm): 
Maundy Thursday 

Friday, 30th March (3pm):  
Good Friday 

Saturday, 31st March (8pm): 
Holy Saturday 

Sunday, 1st April: Easter 

N.B. Eucharistic Adoration takes place at the 
Seminary 06.30 - 20.00. Next occasion: 1st 
March. 

DO YOU WANT TO FAST THIS LENT? 
• Fast from hurting words and say kind 

words. 
• Fast from sadness and be filled with 

gratitude. 
• Fast from anger and be filled with 

patience. 
• Fast from pessimism and be filled with 

hope. 
• Fast from worries and have trust in 

God. 
• Fast from complaints and contemplate 

simplicity. 
• Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
• Fast from bitterness and fill your 

hearts with joy. 
• Fast from selfishness and be 

compassionate to others. 
• Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
• Fast from words and be silent so you 

can listen.  
Pope Francis

For Your Attention… 

Holy Communion 
Please note that we will observe the 
diocesan protocol that communion under 
both species is by intinction only - that is: by 
dipping the host into the chalice. 

Thank you… 
…for remembering, when leaving, to close 
the Seminary’s courtyard door to the street. 

You are Welcome! 
Refreshments are served every Sunday, after 
Mass (suggested donation: 20 cents). 

Confessions 
Are heard before Mass commences at 10.00. 
Please allow sufficient time. 

Car Boot Sales 
The Friends of the Sick and Elderly on Gozo 
have started putting on car boots. Why not 
pop over to the football ground, near the 
main car park, after Mass? Pick up a bargain 
and/or just meet and socialise! 

Last Sunday’s Collection amounted 
to €145.54. Thank you for your generosity.

In case you are ill 
If you have a stay in hospital or are 
unable to leave home for some time and 
you would like a visit, or to receive Holy 
Communion at home, please let Father 
Tabone know: 2156 1824/9900 1829 or 
email: tabonel@hotmail.com 

Appeals… 

A young Polish family, the Moceks, who 
visited Gozo last year and have celebrated 
Mass with us, need to rent an apartment for 
2 months in the winter, for health reasons. 
Being in IT, he can work from home, 
anywhere. Their budget is only €350p.m. 
and what they have been offered hitherto 
has been well below standard. Please 
advise Jacque Vassallo or David Carrington 
if you know anyone who might be able to 
help (warmth, in winter, is a priority!) Thank 
you. 

Wojcieck has asked us to join him in 
prayers for the people in Poland living in 
very polluted regions where, now, it  is 
difficult to breathe and to live without a 
mask. Let us pray that God will guide those 
in authority so that a solution may be found. 

Note: Fr Raymond Portelli, missionary in 
Peru, is in Gozo at present. He is unable to 
celebrate Mass for us but he will be calling 
to see us and address us at the beginning 
of Mass next Sunday 25th February. The 
offertory collection that day will go to his 
mission.  Thank you. 

Special Intentions 
Please enter the details of anybody you 
know who needs our prayers in the 
Special Intentions Book. 

If you have someone or something 
appropriate to make mention of in the 
weekly newsletter, then please contact 
David Carrington via email at 
david.carrington@me.com with the 
details. © esccgozo.org

… Even though we are no longer 
asked by the Church to observe 
the severe penances of former 
times, it is surely fitting that we 
make some of form of preparation. 
It should be a time for personal 
reflection on where we stand as 
Christians. Only a little reflection 
will convince us that, on the one 
hand, there are many ways in which 
we fail through word and action, 
through our thoughts and through 
our failure to be the kind of people 
that the Gospel challenges us to be.   
But our reflections should not only 
focus on the negative. What are the 
positive things which should be part 
and parcel of my daily life? What 
kind of a person am I in relation to 
my family, friends, working 
colleagues and other people with 
whom I come in contact? How 
active am I as a member of my 
Christian community e.g. my 
parish? What difference do I make 
to other people’s lives? What do I 
do, within my limitations, to help 
eradicate the abuses which are part 
of our society? These are just some 
of the questions I can ask myself 
during these six weeks. And it is 
never too late to get started. Let us 
not rigidly think that, because Ash 
Wednesday has already come and 
gone, that I cannot start today.  

Remember that even those who 
came to the vineyard at the eleventh 
hour were paid the same amount. 
But the earlier I start the better.  
www.livingspace.sacredspace.ie                                                     
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